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Letter of thanks
To “Am haZikaron” Institute

The seminar "My Jewish Roots” of the "Am haZikaron" Institute was an event for our
guys from ”Naaleh”. These teenagers have only recently arrived in Israel, and most of them
do not have a family here. After several years of study, they have to decide whether they
want to become citizens of Israel and stay here forever.

It is very sad that, having just arrived, they had to face the problems of our country, because
of which so many do not want to live in Israel and leave it: war and bombing. The guys live
in a dangerous zone in the north of the country in Kiryat Tivon, which is regularly bombed.
Shortly before the seminar, which took place on September 29, we evacuated those guys from
our youth village who had somewhere to go in Israel. We were thinking about canceling the
studies for the guys from Naaleh who stayed because they had nowhere to go. It is of great
importance to us that the employees of ”Am haZikaron”, despite the situation and the risk,
came and held a seminar. For at least two hours of the seminar, the guys forgot about the
difficulties and listened and actively participated in the seminar. We didn't expect that this
was even possible - they kept their concentration the whole time! They laughed a lot - after
all, they were given the opportunity to participate in several theater scenes. These scenes,
selected from thousands of years of Jewish history, gave the participants the opportunity to
look at Jewish history for the first time "from a bird's eye view”. If only they had been taught
history in this way, they would have grown to love the Jewish people and know what they
had to go through.

Jewish identity is one of the main problems of our guys from Naaleh. Unfortunately, many
of them do not consider themselves Jews, and sometimes... they are even hostile to Judaism,
despite the fact that they have come to a Jewish country. They come from a country where
anti-Semitism has recently increased dramatically, and many of them come from mixed
families, where Jews are a minority. Where they came from, and they are usually from Russia,
it was easier for them to think of themselves as, say, Russians than as Jews. There are many
negative connotations associated with Jews today, and it is not prestigious for teenagers to
declare Jewish self-identification. When young people come to Israel, you have to work hard
with them to change their attitude towards Jews, not to mention make them feel part of
the Jewish people. The deficit of such work with them is very great and we are infinitely glad
that ”Am haZikaron” with its seminars gives the guys the opportunity to feel that belonging
to the Jewish people is ”cool”. At the beginning of the seminar, only three participants said
that they were interested in Jewishness, and one girl directly said that she was non-Jewish,
although she had Jewish roots.

The Institute, by giving teenagers a connection to their Jewish roots, turns the wheel of
history that has made families forget those roots.
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Certificates of origin of the surname, each of which has the name of the teenager written on
it, captivated everyone. Even those who demonstratively opposed themselves to what was
happening, having received a certificate, began to read it enthusiastically, learning about
themselves and their roots what maybe they would never have learned - the information that
the Institute gives is personal and unique.

After the seminar ”My Jewish Roots”, each participant will be able to confidently say what
his Jewish roots are and many of them will be able to begin to be proud of them. We warmly
recommend the workshop to conduct with all those who make aliyah to Israel from
countries of the former Soviet Union.

Thank you for your contribution to the cultural development of our teenagers.

Sincerely,
Ksenia Druckman

Educational Director of the Naale Program

Translated automatically, the Russian original is found below
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bnarogapcrtseHHOe NUCbMO

NI OY 7 191 THADHY

CemunHap ”"Mown eBpeickme KopHu” UHctutyta »Am haZikaron” ctan cobbitnem ans
Hawwux pebat u3 ”Naaleh”. 3T NogpoOCTKM coBCeM HeAaBHO mnpuexann B M3paunb, u y
H6ONbLWNHCTBA U3 HUX TYT HET ceMbM. [Tocne HEeCKONbKUX N1eT y4EBbI UM NPeaCcTOUT PeLnTb,
XOTAT I OHM CTaTb rpaxgaHamm M3panna n octaTbCa TYyT HaBceraa.

OueHb rpycTHO, YTO, TOZIbKO NPUexas, UM NPULINIOCL CTOJIKHYTbCA C Npobaemamm Halemn
CTPaHbl, U3-3a KOTOPbIX CTO/Ib MHOTUE HE XOTAT XWUTb B M3panne 1 NOKMAAOT ero: BOMHA M
H6o0MOBEKKM. PebsaTa KMBYT B ONACHOM 30HE HA ceBepe CTpaHbl B KMpbAaT-TMBOHE, KOTOpPbLIN
nogBepraeTca perynapHoi bombapamposke. He3anonro 4o ceMnHapa, KOTOPbIA NPOWweén 29
CEeHTADPA, Mbl 3BaKyMpPOBaNu Tex pebAT 13 Hallel MONOAEKHON AepeBHM, Y KOTOPbIX bblio
Kyaa noexatb B M3panne. Mbl aymann o6 oTmeHe yuyébbl gns pebat u3s ”Naaleh”, kotopble
OCTaNNCb, NOCKOJIbKY MM bblno HeKkyaa exaTtb. 1A Hac MMeeT OrpoOMHOEe 3HAYeHue, YTo
paboTHMKkM ”"Am haZikaron”, HecmMoTpsi Ha O6CTAaHOBKY M PUCK, NPUEXann U NpPOBen
cemuHap. Mo KpaHel mepe Ha ABa Yaca ceMuHapa pebaTa 3abbiv 0 CAOKHOCTAX U CAYyLIaNn
M aKTMBHO Y4aCTBOBa/M B cemuHape. Mbl He 0XMAanun, YTO TaKoe BOOOLLE BOSMOXKHO - OHM
COXPAHANM KOHLEHTpaumio Bce 3T0 BpemA! OHM MHOro CMeAanucb - BeAb MM [anu
BO3MOXHOCTb Y4aCTBOBaTb B HECKOJIbKMX TeaTpasibHbIX CL,eHax. 9TO CLeHbl, 0TobpaHHble U3
TbICAYENETUN eBPENCKON UCTOPUM, a1 BOSMOXKHOCTb Y4aCTHUKAM BNepBble NOCMOTPETb Ha
€BPENCKYH UCTOPUIO ”’C BbICOTbI NTUYbEro nosaeTa’”. Ecim 6bl TONbKO UX Tak 06y4ann uctopum
- OHM CKopee noabuan 6ol eBPENCKUIA Hapoa 1 Y3HAAK, YTO eMy NPULLAOCH NPONTH.

EBpelickaa camonaeHTUdMKaUMA - 3TO OAHA M3 OCHOBHbLIX Npobnem Hawux pebsat u3
nNaaleh”. K co)kaneHuto, MHOrME M3 HUX He CYMTAlOT ceba eBpeAMM, a MHOTAA... AaKe
OTHOCATCA BpaxKAebHO K eBpencTBY, HECMOTPA HA TO, YTO OHU NPUEXAIN B EBPENCKYHO CTPAHY.
OHW Npuexanu U3 CTpaHbl, B KOTOPOK 3a NociegHee BPEMA aHTUCEMUTU3IM OYEHb YCUANCA
M NPU 3TOM MHOTUE M3 CMELUAHHbIX CEMEN, Fae eBpen NpeaCcTaBAaoT COB0M MEHbBLUMHCTBO.
Tam, OTKyZa OHM Npuexanu, a 06bIMHO OHM U3 Poccmun, m HbINO NpoLLe AymaTb O cebe Kak o,
CKaXKeM, PYCCKMX, YEM Kak O eBpesx. C eBpeAMM CBA3AHO CErofHA MHOFO OTPULLATENbHbIX
KOHHOTAUMIM M NOAPOCTKAM  AEKNapupoBaTb  E€BPENCKYD  CaMOMAEHTUDUKAUUIO
HenpecTuxHo. Koraa pebsata npuesrkatoT B M3pansb, C HUMM HAZ0 MHOro paboTaTb, YTOObI
M3MEHUTb UX OTHOLLEHWE K €BPEsAM, HEe TOBOPA YXKe O TOM, YTObbl caenaTb TaK, YTOObl OHU
owyTnan cebs yacTbio eBpencKkoro Hapoaa. dedmumnT Takoi paboTbl C HUMK OYEHDb BEIUK U
Mbl 6eCKOHEYHO pagbl, 4To ”Am haZikaron” ceoum cemmHapam AaéT pebsaTam BO3MOXKHOCTb
OLLYTUTb, YTO NPUHAANENKATb K EBPEACKOMY Hapoay - 3TO "KpyTo”. B Hayane cemuHapa nnib
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TPM YYaCTHUKA CKa3an, YTO UX MHTepecyeT eBPencTBO, a 0AHA AeBOYKa NPAMO CKasana, Yto
OHa HeeBpeWKa, XOTA y HEé eCTb eBPENCKME KOPHMU.

NHCTUTYT, faBas NoApOCTKAM CBA3b C UX €BPENCKMMM KOPHAMM, Pa3BOPAYMBAET KOJ1eco

NCTOPUUN, KOTOPOE 3aCTaBU/I0 CeMbU 06 3TUX KOPHAX 3a0bITb.
CeptuduKaTbl npoucxoxkgeHns Gamuammn, Ha KaxkKAoOM M3 KOTOPbIX HanMcaHo umsA
nogpoCTKa, yBNEeKAM Bcex. [laxke Te, KTO AEMOHCTPAaTUBHO NPOTMBONOCTaBAAN cebs
NPoOUCXOAALLEMY, NONYYMB CEPTUDMKAT, HaYanM YBNEYEHHO €ro YmTaTb, y3HaBaA o cebe u
CBOWX KOPHSAX TO, YTO MOXKET BbITb OHWM HMKOTAA Bbl He y3HaAW - MHPOPMaLMA, KOTOPYIO AAET
NHCTUTYTa NMYHAA U YHUKA/IbHaA.

Mocne cemuHapa "Mowu eBperCckMe KOPHWN KaxAabli yHaCTHUK CMOXKET YBEPEHO CKa3aTb,
KaKMe Yy HEro eBpemncKkmne KOpHU N MHOTUE U3 HUX CMOTYT Ha4yaTb UMK ropanTbesa. Mbl ropado
pekoMeHAyem CeMUHap ANA NPOBeAEHMUA CO BCEMM COBEpPLUAOWMMM annio B U3pannb us
cTpaH bbiBwero CoseTtckoro Coto3a

Cnacmnbo Bam 3a Ball BKNAZA, B KyNbTypHOE pPa3BMTUE HALIMX NOAPOCTKOB.

C yBaxkeHuem
KceHuna JpykmaH

O6pasoBaTenbHbil ANPEKTOP Nporpammbl Haane
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